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Fy Nghyf / My Ref :  [CE:0045453] 
  
Eich Cyf / Your Ref :   
 
Dyddiad / Date:  17th January 2024 
 
 
Cllr Rhys Taylor, 
Chair 
CASSC 
County Hall 
Cardiff 
CF10 4UW 
 
 
Annwyl/Dear Councillor Taylor, 
 
CASSC Scrutiny – 11th December  - Housing Emergency 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to present to Committee the detail of the Housing 

Emergency cabinet report at the December meeting.   

  

A response to your letter of the 13th December 2023 is set out below.   

  

In your letter you have requested clarification on the permanency details for individuals 

who may be offered private rented accommodation outside of Cardiff. The Housing 

Wales Act states that local authorities can discharge their full homeless duty in a 

number of ways.  This includes an offer of suitable accommodation under:    

• Part 6 of the Housing Act 1996  (this relates to an allocation of social housing); 
or  

• an assured tenancy (including an assured shorthold tenancy) 

Therefore a full homeless duty can be discharged with a suitable private rented sector 

offer. The Code of Guidance for Local Authorities in Wales states that the tenancy 

must however be for a minimum period of at least six months. 

This legislation will of course be complied with for those homeless applicants who are 

offered private rented accommodation outside of the Cardiff area. 
  

https://england.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/legal/homelessness_applications/homelessness_in_wales/suitability_of_homelessness_accommodation_in_wales
https://gov.wales/allocation-accommodation-and-homelessness-guidance-local-authorities


 
 
   
 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

It is also worth noting that following the introduction of the Renting Homes Act in 

December 2022, landlords now have a legal duty to give 6 months’ notice to all 

tenants, now called contract holders.  A landlord is also unable to serve notice within 

the first 6 months of a tenancy (on a general ground). In effect this will mean that most 

contract holders now have the security of a 12 month tenancy.   

  

You have also requested sight of the consultation results for the policy proposals and 

the subsequent impact assessment. Please be assured that these will be shared with 

the Committee as soon are they are available.  

  

I hope this now clarifies the position and gives you assurance on this matter.    

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further assistance. 

  
Yn gywir / Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Councillor / Y Cynghorydd Lynda Thorne 
Aelod Cabinet dros Dai a Chymunedau 
Cabinet Member for Housing & Communities 
 
 
 


